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Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk: a different history

Mexico City.- there is no doubt that each head is a world.  I write thus because when I knew to Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk (Frenk is her surname of married), I discovered a young 30-year-old woman carrying to slopes a pile of activities, not only in her country, United States, but everywhere.  

I had opportunity to know her in the offices of one of the publirrelacionistas more recognized in Mexico, that of Silvia Pendás.  There, she accompanied by a translator, Mary Ann very kindly part gave us of their hoarded time to bring to light the plans that has to work in Mexico, especially with some native communities, which I result myself a very interesting theme being to daughter of a businessman, who was CEO of the corporacion 7-Eleven and community leader in Dallas, amen of being artist with important prizes with the Sculptor of the Year Award and to be the director of her own company Thompson Fine Arts, INC, that already was nominated of the prize Obelisk Award of DBCA by donating space for the Visual Arts Coalition of Dallas, that represents at more than 7,500 visual artists, being she to the head of the Advisory Board.  

That is a single part in which has been occupied, because besides has received multiple recognitions by her efforts in the activism and the philanthropy, that include the distinction Honoree in 2006 by the Philanthropy World Magazine, as well as the prize The Foundation for Pluralism in this 2007.  

As if that were not enough, Mary Ann has served in more than 14 different forums that go since the national environment to the international one, being at present member of the board Meeting of The Interfaith Center of New York, member of the Advisory Board of The Indigenous Institute of The Americas, as well as patrocinadora to regulate and president of projects such as the exhibition "Pablo Neruda international", in which they figured various artists and native cultures of Mexico.  She participates besides in the Advisory Board of  Chicago’sWomanMade Gallery, that describes her as "a prolific artist, author and social activist".  

Therefore there himself does not stop the history of this notable woman, because she has been invited like the speaker in matters of religious tolerance, reestablecimiento between cultures and religions divided, also she has participated in themes of common responsibility in a world globalized for Heiffer International in Rwanda, The Foundation for Pluralism, The World Muslim Congress for Peace and The Dallas Green Alliance.  

In February next she will be a speaker in Malaysia, for the benefit of 300 Muslim women that seek to discover ways to create peace in Middle East, protecting their cultural inheritance.  With her efforts has carried to its foundation Memnosyne Foundation to negotiate its first treaty and plan of action between the traditional leaders of the Navajo nations and Hopi.  

She at the side of husband Joshua Frenk who has sponsored various programs promoting the human rights, the environment and the arts by means of Memnosyne Foundation, that recently offered scholarships to three rewarded of the Nobel Prize of the Peace:  Betty Williams, Rigoberta Menchú and Joddy Williams.  In the same way, Mary Ann has served as Gold Medal Sponsor, in honor of His Holiness, the Dalai Lama of the Tíbet to help his organization Save Tibet, in its efforts for support to the Tibetan people.  

ITS SUPPORT TO THE INDIGENAS

Here is where the interesting thing comes, because the interests of Mary Ann also are related to their aid to the native cultures around the world, the ones that stem from their contact with the natives of Teotihuacán and of their mentor Ricardo Cervantes particularly.  

Mary Ann says to worry about the natives, because the governments do not do it.  Al respect, said:  "While the people around the world raises anxiously to help countries of the third world and to native tribes that have media limited for agree to the needs of life and often also far from its origin and distant of the people, is consequence of the influence of the western world on a group of economically independent people".  

Another of the interests of Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk is that as a consequence, after interviewing native leaders of Japan, Africa, United Kingdom and America, the Foundation Memnosyne designed The Program of The Cultural Centers to help the native cultures to conserve its inheritance, arts, songs, dances, traditional ceremonies, practices of also traditional medicine, tongue, etc, so that we as the humanity do not lose the wealth of knowledge and the beauty that itself In danger in a world globalized.  Those tribes that have conserved their culture before the globalization have suffered less problems with the drugs, the alcohol and the pressure, as an intact result to maintain the ties with their "tribal family".  

Al respect, commented Mary Ann:  "The intention of these centers is not to bring the western mentality to foreign lands, but humbly to offer aid to those that live in other cultures and to ask if we would be able to help to preserve the contributions of their people to the humanity before be lost, and with it to recover the confidence, spirit and heart of their people".  

But this it is not the only place where the rich cultural inheritance of Mexico has influenced the goals of Mary Ann and of the Foundation Memnosyne, which has as an objective "to provide the humanity the means to encourage a positive and peaceful global contribution in all the areas of the knowledge".

This it is to large characteristics the history of Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk, a simple woman, of extremely pleasant character, of smiling face and with a great self-sufficient capacity, influenced, perhaps, by her parents Debra and John Thompson -very especially by her dad-, who they adopted her when had five days of born.  

Mary Ann is a hundred percent dedicated to the humane works after to have surpassed physical difficulties as loss of the ear and asthma that, added to her ethnic origin, therefore she is Mexican of birth, she turned out to be difficult to grow with pity by herself, despite that grew surrounded by an extensive family.  

Nevertheless, it was the father of Mary Ann, her teacher, of whom she learned many important things to be able to help the others and to grow without complexes.  In some occasion he told her:  "This world owes us nothing, we owe  the world to make it a better place", and in another occasion, in a walk to a park, a seed fall of a tree which he showed her, reaffirming her:  "¿Give you account how a so small seed can cause to grow something so large?".  

As those phrases, Mary Ann keeps in her heart many more than she prompt to be each day a better one human Being being occupied in the others, at times without thinking about her own life, as would be for example the to form a family:  "Now I cannot have babies.  Always I am in very dangerous places, where at times there is armed people and i would not like to risk them", stated Mary Ann, who in the 2002 married in a hasty way, before her father concluded his stay in this world due to his lamentable suffering related to the cancer.  

She assured that she will continue working for the Mexicans, offering them financial supports, but the best way of helping the people, she said, she is teaching it to work, to instruct them  in some position by that she will support to the Mayan region and Teotihuacán with the culture centers creation in which she will facilitate a computational program, because she wants to complement the traditional with modern.
